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  CAMPAIGN REGULATIONS 

FA
Qs
 

Utah law prohibits certain activities related to campaigning. Familiarize yourself and your campaign staff with 
these laws to avoid possible legal issues, fines, and penalties. The laws listed below are some of the most 
common issues that arise during the campaign season, but this list is not all-inclusive. Refer to Title 20A of the 
Utah State Code for more information. To determine whether there are additional regulations for federal 
candidates, federal candidates should contact the Federal Election Commission (fec.gov). 

BRIBERY 

Any type of bribery is strictly prohibited by Utah law. You cannot bribe or offer anything to anyone to vote, to 
refrain from voting, or to stay away from the polls. Do not offer voters prizes or benefits if they vote for you or 
prove that they voted for you. 

You also cannot bribe other candidates to drop out of the race, to stay in the race, or to perform any other 
action. Paying for endorsements is also prohibited. 

Bribery is taken very seriously in Utah; anyone who commits bribery is subject to a third degree felony. 

 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

If your campaign pays for any type of advertisement (mailers, 
TV, radio, newspaper, outdoor sign, etc.), the advertisement 
must clearly state that your campaign authorized and paid for 
the advertisement. 

If your campaign does not pay for an advertisement, but it is 
approved by your campaign, the advertisement must clearly 
state who paid for the advertisement and that your campaign 
authorized the advertisement. 

This requirement does not apply to certain campaign items: 

 Lawn signs smaller than 4ft. by 8ft. in size 

 Bumper stickers 

 Campaign buttons, stickers, and pens 

 Small items that are too small to conveniently print 
the disclaimer 

  PAID FOR AND 

AUTHORIZED BY THE  

COMMITTEE TO 

ELECT JANE DOE 

CAMPAIGNING NEAR A POLLING PLACE 

When voting is taking place in a building, you are not allowed to 
campaign on public property within 150 feet of the building. This 
includes wearing a campaign shirt, button, or displaying other 
types of campaign materials. You also cannot interfere with 
voters’ right to vote or the administration of the polling place. 

150 FEET 

No Campaign Zone 

http://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title20a/20a.html
http://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title20a/20a.html
www.fec.gov
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CAMPAIGN SIGNS 

State law does not prohibit you from placing campaign signs on public property, but a city, county, or other 
public entity may prohibit it. Ask the appropriate public entity whether you may place signs on public property. 
If a public entity allow campaign signs on public property, all candidates must be allowed to place signs. 

If you have permission from the property owner, you are allowed to place campaign signs on private property.  

You are not allowed to move, remove, tamper, or vandalize any campaign signs unless the sign is your own; it 
is a class B misdemeanor to do so. 

MASTER BALLOT POSITION LIST 

The order of the names that appear on the ballot is established by a random alphabet—the master ballot 
position list. To view the list, visit elections.utah.gov. 

POLL WATCHERS 

Having poll watchers for your campaign is not required, but you may designate up to three different types of 
poll watchers: 

 Voting poll watcher. This watcher observes voters casting their votes at a polling location. 

 Securing of ballots watcher. This watcher observes election officials securing the ballots. 

 Counting watcher. This watcher observes election officials as they tally the votes. 

To designate a watcher, simply create and sign an affidavit that states that a particular individual will serve as 
a watcher on your behalf. 

Watchers are there to observe the voting and counting processes. They are not there to interfere with any 
voting or administrative processes. Watchers may make written memos, but they cannot communicate the 
progress of the voting or counting in any way. Doing so will result in a third-degree felony. 

USING PUBLIC EMAIL FOR CAMPAIGN PURPOSES 

If you are a current office holder or work in the public sector (including public education), you cannot use your 
public entity email address for campaign related purposes. The fine for the first offense is $250; fines for 
subsequent offenses are $1,000 and over. 

WITHDRAWING YOUR CANDIDACY/DECLARATION OF INTENT TO GATHER SIGNATURES 

 
You may withdraw your candidacy or your declaration of intent to gather signatures by submitting a written 
affidavit to your filing officer. If you withdraw your intent to gather signatures, any signatures you submitted 
prior to your withdrawal will not be verified. 

http://elections.utah.gov/Media/Default/2016%20Election/2016-2017%20Master%20Ballot%20Position%20List.pdf
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DISCLAIMER: This guide is not a substitute for Utah State Code, and it is 
not intended to be comprehensive or an authoritative statement of law. For 
further legal information, please consult Utah State Code or other appropriate 
legal resources. The contents of this guide are subject to change by 
legislative or judicial action.  

STATE OF UTAH 

2016 CANDIDATE GUIDE 
A guide for U.S. Senate, U.S. House, Statewide, and Legislative Candidates 

 

Prepared by the Office of the Utah Lieutenant Governor, Spencer J. Cox 

Published January 8, 2016 

Version 1 
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