REQUIREMENTS TO BECOME A CANDIDATE

Before you begin campaigning, meeting voters, or collecting campaign donations, it is a good idea to make sure
you meet certain requirements to become a candidate. Take a look at the table below to determine whether you
meet the requirements of the office you plan to seek.

Resident of the U.S. for 14 years; U.S. citizen for

U.S. Senate 30 resident of Utah when elected 9 years i 6 years
U.S. House ?f 25  Resident of Utah when elected U-S. citizen for - 2 years
Representatives 7 years

Qualified voter’; never

Governor 30 Resident of Utah for 5 years U.S. Citizen . 2 4 years
convicted of a felony
q e 1.
Lieutenant 30 Resident of Utah for 5 years U.S. Citizen Qual!fled voter; nevir 4 years
Governor convicted of a felony

Qualified voter'; never
convicted of a felonyz;
admitted to practice
Attorney General 25 Resident of Utah for 5 years U.S. Citizen before the Utah Supreme 4 years
Court; has good standing
with the Utah Bar

Association
lifi 1.
State Auditor 25 Resident of Utah for 5 years U.S. Citizen S I led voter ; ”e"‘jr 4 years
convicted of a felony
lifi 1.
State Treasurer 25 Resident of Utah for 5 years U.S. Citizen Qua I led voter ; ”e"ir 4 years
convicted of a felony
Resident of Utah for 3 years, 6 Qualified voter'- never
State Senate® 25 months living in the Senate district U.S. Citizen . ' 2 4 years
. . convicted of a felony
prior to the last day of filing
Resident of Utah for 3 years; 6 e 1.
State House of 25 months living in the House district U.S. Citizen Qualified voter’; never 2 years

Representatives® convicted of a felony?

prior to the last day of filing

1. A qualified voter (1) is a citizen of the United States; (2) is a resident of Utah; (3) will, on the date of that election: be at least 18
years old and have been a resident of Utah for 30 days immediately before that election; (4) and has registered to vote.

2. A person convicted of a felony loses the right to hold office until (1) all felony convictions have been expunged, OR (2) ten years
have passed since the most recent felony conviction AND the person has paid all court-ordered restitution and fines AND the
person has completed probation, been granted parole, or completed the term of incarceration associated with the felony.

3. No person holding any public office of profit or trust under authority of the United States, or of this State, shall be a member of the
Legislature: provided that appointments in the State Militia, and the offices of notary public, justice of the peace, United States
commissioner, and postmaster of the fourth class, shall not, within the meaning of this section, be considered offices of profit or
trust.



DECIDE WHICH PRIMARY ELECTION PATH TO FOLLOW

Beginning in 2016, partisan candidates running for a Qualified Political Party’s nomination have THREE paths
to get on the primary election ballot:

1) Gather signatures from voters

2) Go through the party’s caucus and convention system

3) Gather signatures from voters AND go through the party’s caucus & convention system

Below is a simple chart that illustrates the different requirements of each path. Refer to the full candidate
guide for more information on the caucus and convention system and gathering signatures. If you pursue both
paths, your name will only appear on the primary election ballot once.

CAUCUS &
CONVENTION PATH

Get to know the caucus &
convention system

Declare candidacy

Attend your party’s
convention

Party certifies your name
for the primary election
ballot

PRIMARY ELECTION

CANDIDATE

BOTH PATHS

Get to know the caucus &
convention system

Determine your signature
requirements

Declare intent to gather
signatures

Begin gathering signatures
Declare candidacy

Submit required number of
signatures

Attend your party’s convention
PRIMARY ELECTION

GATHERING

SIGNATURES PATH

Determine your signature
requirements

Declare intent to gather
signatures

Begin gathering signatures
Declare candidacy

Submit required number of
signatures

PRIMARY ELECTION



http://elections.utah.gov/Media/Default/Documents/Candidate%20Guides/2016%20Partisan%20Guide.pdf
http://elections.utah.gov/Media/Default/Documents/Candidate%20Guides/2016%20Partisan%20Guide.pdf
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