
 
Judge Russell W. Bench of the Court of Appeals for the State of Utah serves All 
Counties. 
 
Certified by the Utah Judicial Council for retention in the 2008 General Election. 
 
Judge Russell W. Bench was appointed as an original member of the Utah 
Court of Appeals in 1987 by Governor Norman H. Bangerter.  Since earning his 
law degree from the University of Utah College of Law in 1976, Judge Bench 
has dedicated most of his professional life to the Utah judiciary.  He completed 
judicial clerkships for Chief Justices F. Henri Henriod and Gordon R. Hall of the 
Utah Supreme Court.  Judge Bench then served as a central staff attorney for 

the Utah Supreme Court until his appointment to the Court of Appeals.  In 1985, during his term as a 
central staff attorney, Judge Bench earned his Master of Public Administration degree from Brigham 
Young University.  Judge Bench has twice served as the presiding judge of the Court of Appeals, most 
recently from 2006 to 2008.  From 1998 to 2001, he was vice-chair of the Utah Judicial Council and is 
currently a member of the council's Court Facilities Planning Committee.  Judge Bench has also served 
on the Judicial Conduct Commission since 2002. 
 
Judge Bench’s compliance with performance standards is as follows: 
 
1.  A favorable rating by at least 70% of the respondents on at least 75% of the attorney survey 
questions. See specific results below. 
2.  Had fewer than the maximum allowable cases held under advisement. 
3.  At least 30 hours of continuing judicial education annually. 
4.  Mentally and physically fit for office. 
5.  In substantial compliance with the Code of Judicial Conduct. 
 
Survey of Attorneys  There were 75 respondents for Judge Bench. 
Question  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Total Favorable % 99 95 100 95 91 89 95 100 88 95
Excellent % 60 53 67 49 47 44 45 65 42 47
More than Adequate % 28 30 25 32 27 28 31 25 26 32
Adequate % 11 11 9 13 17 17 19 9 19 16
Less than Adequate % 0 4 0 4 7 8 4 0 10 3
Inadequate % 1 1 0 1 3 3 1 0 3 3
 
 

 


