
Judge Thomas L. Kay of the District Court for the Second Judicial District serves 
Weber, Davis, and Morgan Counties. 
 
Certified by the Utah Judicial Council for retention in the 2008 General Election. 
 
Judge Thomas L. Kay was appointed to the Second District Court in June 1998 
by Gov. Michael O. Leavitt. He serves Davis, Morgan, and Weber counties. He 
received a law degree from Brigham Young University in 1979 where he served 
as a Note and Comment Editor of the BYU Law Review. After a 1 1/2 year 
clerkship with U.S. District Judge David K. Winder, he maintained a civil trial 
practice with Ray, Quinney & Nebeker and Snell & Wilmer until his appointment 

to the bench. Judge Kay served on the Utah Supreme Court's Advisory Committee on the Rules of 
Professional Conduct, was a mediator in U.S. District Court, and a judge pro tem in the Third District 
Court. He has served in the Litigation Sections for the American Bar Association; and on the committee 
on Professional Liability Litigation of the American Bar Association. He is a Master of the Bench for the 
Rex E. Lee American Inn of Court. Judge Kay currently serves on the Utah Supreme Courts Advisory 
Committee on Evidence, the Jury Improvement Committee, and on the Board of District Court Judges. 
Judge Kay is a frequent presenter to youth and school groups. 
 
Judge Kay’s compliance with performance standards is as follows: 
 
1.  A favorable rating by at least 70% of the respondents on at least 75% of the attorney survey 
questions. See specific results below. 
2.  A favorable rating by at least 70% of the respondents on at least 75% of the juror survey questions. 
See specific results below. 
3.  Had fewer than the maximum allowable cases held under advisement. 
4.  At least 30 hours of continuing judicial education annually. 
5.  Mentally and physically fit for office. 
6.  In substantial compliance with the Code of Judicial Conduct. 
 
Survey of Attorneys    There were 110 respondents for Judge Kay. 
Question  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
Total Favorable % 95 94 95 94 94 95 89 96 95 92 96 97 95 
Excellent % 48 45 46 43 40 48 39 44 40 35 39 41 40 
More than Adequate % 32 36 33 35 35 29 35 37 37 39 35 37 37 
Adequate % 15 14 16 16 19 17 16 16 17 18 22 20 17 
Less than Adequate % 5 5 5 5 4 4 8 2 4 5 3 2 4 
Inadequate % 1 2 0 2 3 2 3 2 2 3 1 1 2 
 
Survey of Jurors There were 24 respondents for Judge Kay. 
Yes % 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
No % 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
 

 


